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Artist in Residence, Pandemic and Ikkyu-san

NTEIVIDT—FTA4A 1> L

Artist in residence is “a structure that promotes artists’
movement”. The business of Artist in residence is “to
promote the movement of artists, and to provide artists
opportunities to stay and produce artworks in different
places from their usual base and to create diverse learning
opportunities”. The aim is to support the creative activities
of artists in the same spirit as providing scholarships.
By receiving this support, the artists can improve their
careers, delivering and sustaining high-quality content in
a wide range of cultural fields. As such Artist in residence
is regarded as an infrastructural component of cultural
practitioners.

The global coronavirus pandemic has caused restrictions
on crossing borders as well as domestic movement. Under
these present circumstances, we are actively discussing
how to reconstruct the definition of Artist in residence
with those from Japan and the rest of the world. The form
of Artist in residence which gave artists opportunities of
moving (place and time), has existed since the 16th century
as “Mobility” is an effective means to develop creativity
in artists. Artist in residence is “a structure that promotes
artists’ movement”.

It is important to keep in mind that the aims of Artist in
residence are to support the creative activities of artists
in the same spirit as providing scholarships, and as an
infrastructure, to deliver and sustain high-quality content
in the field of art and culture. Therefore, in terms of these
goals of the Artist in residence, our current discussions focus
on how to reach the point where a new style of Artist in
residency is possible, one that creates a platform to provide
the mental and financial support for artists, an alternative
way to stay and work in a residency, with a variety of
learning opportunities for artists and local people. We can’t
do the same as before because the world has changed.

In order to overcome the “global restriction on movement”
we have never experienced before, I am thinking why
movement is important to artists’ needs: by moving
(travelling), they experience this change in their condition,
going from one state to another over a long period of time.
When they can’t actually move, can a similar experience
be recreated using other methods and tools? This could be
done by means of a witty idea like Ikkyu-san would make,
but I would rather like to try a creative expansion on the
definition of Artist in residence.

The activities of Artist in residence should not be stopped
because it is an essential component for people in the field
of arts and culture. Artist in residence is the infrastructure
that supports people’s lives. Human intelligence and
creativity are necessary to overcome this crisis. The
required stance (which is also my preference) so as to be
able to manage and maintain the Artist in residence is to try
and continue being a structure of "supports for artists" in a
different way. This can be achieved by throwing away the
methods that have been used up until now.

By supporting artists, we are creating a bridge to the future
to make a liveable world after the coronavirus.

May, 2020. Mami ODAI, AIR Director
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Artists & Events Record
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My stay at Tenjinyama has been already very pleasant so I have not much
to add. I have one advice that could make artist’s life in Tenjinyama
more "like a family" feeling: Have the chance to have breakfast together
everyday. When I was in my first residency in China I had breakfast
provided by the organization from 8 to 10 am. I remember it as a great
chance to grow friendships, learn deeply about people and other artists
personal life and activity, their lives etc etc. It was a great way to meet
and do something together later in the day, which was organized right
during breakfast. You could make this as a complimentary package
somehow paid within the fee or as an option that artist can choose from,
with a little fee. For the rest, thank you for your effort, I have spent very
blissful days in Sapporo this year. Hopefully I will come back again!
(Matteo Biella)

You guys are all perfect! I love you all! (Wong Lok Hin, Dino)

The staff at Tenjinyama are the best and I couldn’t have wished for a
better experience! (Gillian Kayrooz)

At the moment I have no requests, but I would like to keep in contact and
communicate with the staff about the results of my projects by January
2020. (Silvia Renda)

It was outstanding experience and very helpful staff. (Jorge Ramirez)
~ 2019 FFJE WEA XS ARHET »r—r&D
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtvZE3i0dYpwx_T_nlu6_Hg/videos
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Jorge Ramirez, through process-oriented artworks,
sound, sculpture, actions and curatorial projects, explores
emergent phenomena as a window to the uncanny. His work
relies on computational logic to investigate perception,
augmentation, human experience, consciousness and
materiality.

He has been guest artist and lecturer at Polytech Science
Museum in Moscow; Royal Institution of Australia; Tsinghua
University in Beijing; Institute fuer Musik und Medien, Koln;
Universtitat der Kunste, Berlin; ZHDK Interaction Design
department, Zurich; and CENART, México. His work has
been exhibited in México, China, Japan, Australia, Russia
and throughout Europe. Jorge’ s work has been featured
in national and international media outlets such as Wired,
Archdaily, Vice, Global Times (CH), Resident Advisor (JP),
Afisha (RUS), Cédigo DF, Expansién, La Jornada, Milenio,
among others.
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Bio computer the slim mold crawls on the topography

that captured in the zero gravity
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Chika Matsuda, Program Coordinator, Artist /
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Artist, Jorge Ramirez from Guadalajara, Mexico says
“there is a hypothesis that biological life jumped out of a
collision between particles of inorganic matters.”

He showed me an image on his laptop. The image was
captured in the International Space Station, during an
experiment of alloy in zero gravity. A gray scale image of
mercury-like spherical forms. Cell-like behavior of these
particles are observed, and collision and friction of the
particles can cause outbreak of another matters. In such
a long time -as the astronomical time, organic matter
can be accidentally produced from the collision of
inorganic matters, and this organic matter could be the
origin of biological life. This hypothesis is what Jorge’s
research is based upon and he has been developing
series of works “Space Matters” around this idea.

UCCN program brought Jorge to Sapporo, and to visit
his longed Professor Toshiyuki Nakagaki at Hokkaido
University whose research demonstrated that slime
mold finds the shortest path to the food in the maze.
Prof. Nakagaki sees “intelligence” in the behaviors of
single-celled organisms, which probably encouraged
Jorge’s hypothesis that biological life occurred by
chance rather than God’s creation. Prof. Nakagaki
and his graduate student, Shun Echigoya taught Jorge
about ecology of slime mold and how to cultivate them.
Then he cooked agar and made a medium in the studio
kitchen. The fluorescence yellow slime mold extending
the tentacles like blood vessels toward oatmeal on the
translucent agar medium.

The image that Jorge sees a topography in, was taken
in the International Space Station, is the important
supporting material of his hypothesis and as well he
treats it as a symbolic image in his work. Thanks to
the support of the local glass artist, Takamasa Uesugi,
Jorge’s image data was replaced to cast glass pieces,
which then became the base for the agar mediums.
Jorge describes this work as “Bio computer that
calculates “arbitrarily” without human interference
(without input)”.

It seems like a multiplication of a crawling of slime mold
calculating the efficiency for life, and the topography of
alloy particles observed in zero gravity. Then what is the
answer derived from this multiplication? The answer is
also beyond human interference. For the viewer, all one
sees is that the slime mold crawls at a very slow speed
shading the wavy topography yellow.
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The Night of the Corona Film Festival

Chiaki Sakaguchi (Program Coordinator, Art writer)

Due to the prevention of the spread of the novel coronavirus,
the suspension of all events sponsored by City of Sapporo
was announced on February 22. And following the
declaration of the state of emergency by the governor of
Hokkaido on February 28, TENJINYAMA ART STUDIO closed
its doors and three days of final presentation of a 60-days
winter residency program S(k)now ended up being so quiet
with almost non-visitors. A few days before leaving the
eerily quiet building, Dung wanted to mark the conclusion
by doing something together and came up with an idea to
organize a film festival that took place on March 4. Dung and
Arnont of Adrunnongt asked people to bring video works and
homemade dishes and it became a potluck screening. The
screening started with AIS Planning’s heartwarming video
album for the graduating students from an elementary
school, which they couldn’t make public due to the
cancellation of the graduation ceremony. And the total of
nine video works from four resident artists and two staff
were screened. As the film festival doubled up as a farewell
party, various dishes were arranged on the table, such as butter
chicken, seafood spaghetti, paella, potato gratin and falafel.
(And we all regretted that we forgot to buy Corona beers.)

During the screening program, we made discoveries about
each other and we should have organized something like
this sooner. Among all, Dung’s first-ever shown film When
the Moon Whispers to Mosquitos struck me a lot. It was an
enigmatic or prophetic Asian horror movie of ruins, forests
and a high school girl. I saw her traits as an individual artist
for the first time, because she was shy and always tried to
hide behind Arnonto. So it was a nice discovery of her fresh
perspective.

At the end of the program, Chika and Yuko slowly began to
walk around the table while singing, and everyone started
chiming in with their chopsticks and plates as if it had
been rehearsed. This improvised ensemble with rat-tat and
clink-clank continued until the final refrain of the song. We
were a 60-day pseudo family that would soon be scattered.
Everyone calmly accepted this emergency, but at the same
time, we were slightly nervous and shared our wounded
feelings. The festival turned out to be a party where we
were consoled each other, accepting being defeated by the
coronavirus crisis. One might have the idea that "You lost
the opportunity of the final presentation, so why don’t you
move to an online platform and show it to as many people as
possible?" But at that time, artists lived in Tenjinyama most
needed this festival just for themselves. I truly felt that it was
a night of cultural resistance against the pandemic to assure
their creative powers for foreseeing an invisible future.

“The Corona Film Festival is the memories of me and Dung

ever, maybe this will be the start of some energy inside of
participators (that we are already got it) to continue in the
world crisis of the Corona period.” -Arnont-
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When I was little, we lived near Berlin and my
grandparents lived near Frankfurt. It was a six-hour
car ride if it went smoothly, but longer if there were
traffic jams. Because it was difficult to know the time
of arrival, my grandmother always prepared a potato
salad. A potato salad sits patiently on the table and
gets even better with time. For me, it will forever
taste like arriving at my grandparents’ home after
a long ride. T hope this recipe will give you, too, a
feeling of falling into someone’s arms who has been
waiting for you.

2 Servings

For Potatoes
500g potatoes (a firm cooking kind will be best)
Salt

For Broth

125 ml of water

1 teaspoon instant vegetable broth
Y2 medium-sized white onion

Y% red bell pepper

For Vinaigrette

2 tablespoons sunflower oil (or any neutral oil)
2 tablespoons white wine vinegar

2 teaspoons smooth mustard

V% teaspoon sugar

Marriage

3-4 small gherkins (German pickled cucumbers,
I found them in big supermarkets in Japan)

Salt for taste

Black pepper for taste

A pinch of nutmeg

A few twigs of parsley, chopped very finely

Serve with
Boiled Eggs or boiled sausages
Mustard

MY GRANDMA'S POTATO SALAD
UNDINE SOMMER

Germany / K4 Y
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For Potatoes

Put the potatoes unpeeled and uncut in a pot with cold water and a generous
amount of salt and bring to a boil. Boil for maybe 20 minutes. Stick a knife
into a potato to check. If it slides in easily, they are done. They should not
be too soft, or otherwise, they will fall apart in the salad. Toss the water.

Let the potatoes cool, so that they are warm, not hot. Peel them and cut
them into 4 mm thick slices. You want the potatoes to be still warm when
you mix them with the broth and vinaigrette. That way it will be a successful
marriage.

For Broth

In a small pot bring the water to a boil. Mix in the instant broth and
importantly: remove from the heat. Add the onions and bell pepper and
let them get soft in the remaining heat of the water.

For Vinaigrette
In a small bowl mix the oil, vinegar, mustard, and sugar.

Marriage

In a large bowl, combine potatoes and the vinaigrette. Pour some of the
broth over the potatoes and mix carefully. Check if you need more broth.
The salad shouldn’t be too wet. You know it’s good when it makes a
smacking sound.

Mix in gherkins and add salt, pepper, and nutmeg. Sprinkle with parsley.
Serve warm or cold —depends when the person you are waiting for will
arrive—with eggs or sausage and a dollop of mustard on the side. And of
course, two cold beers!
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