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I Prize Recipient: Hiroko Kato

Born in 1968 in Sapporo, where she presently resides. After graduating from Hokkaido
University of Education Sapporo Campus’ Fine Arts Department with a major in
Industrial Arts, she began creating sculptures from stone. Around 2002, she began
working with other materials such as paper and kouzo (paper made from Japanese mulberry
tree.) She has a number of works installed at Sapporo Kotoni Municipal Elementary
School, the Kikonai Michi-no-Eki rest stop, amongst other public facilities.

I Creator’s Comments on Prize-winning work

<<Improvisation ~ the form that accepts>>

I try to express vitality in my work. I use solid ground, the Earth, even the cosmos,
the bases of life for human beings, animals, plants, and every other living thing, as the
foundation for bringing my visions to life. When I think about the power these things
possess, their behavior, their relationships with others, even their demise, and where they
are now from where they began, I feel the extraordinarily long amount of time behind it
all. Looking at the short time humans are alive for, their dynamic appearances and
conditions, the ceaseless continuity of it all, these thoughts run through my head and I turn
them into artworks.

It is my hope that people may see this collection, which interweaves bright colors and
a sense of life, and that the impression it leaves on them, however small, gives them a bit
more strength to keep moving forward.

About the Sapporo Shin Hongo

Memorial Sculpture Prize

Shin Hongo (1905 - 1980) was a Sapporo-born sculptor representing post-war Japan. With
a focus on the sociality and public nature of sculpture, he has left his mark with works
found all over the country. During his lifetime, Hongo expressed a wish that many young
artists be born and grow up to surpass him. With this in mind, sculptors under the age of
50 are eligible for the Shin Hongo Memorial Prize.

Sponsored by the City of Sapporo and the Shin Hongo Memorial Museum of Sculpture, Sapporo (Sapporo Cultural Arts Foundation)

Shin Hongo’s works can be seen at Sapporo Station, Odori Park, as well as the Shin
Hongo Memorial Museum of Sculpture.

Shin Hongo Memorial Museum of Sculpture (Sapporo Chuo-ku, Miyanomori, 4-12)

The studio Shin Hongo used during his last years in his hometown of Miyanomori in Sapporo is currently open to the public as an art
museum. With the furniture and tools he used left just as they are, one can come appreciate Hongo’s sculptures, plaster prototypes,
and drawings up close in the unique atmosphere of his former residence.




