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Examination of Diagnostic Reagents of Tubercle Bacillus



Using the Nucleic Amplification Method

Tsuneaki Kawai,Tadashi Oki,Y asumasa Sato,
Y uko Kikuchi, and Naoki Imai*

Amplicor Mycobacterium kit(AMP) and Mycobacterium Tuberculosis Direct Test(MTD), both of
which are direct detection and diagnostic reagents of tubercle bacillus specimens, are commercialy
available. This paper compared the conventional smear culture method and the 2 above-mentioned
diagnostic reagents. Sensitivity was 85.7%for AMP and 90.9% for MTD and specificity was 96.2% for
AMP and 90.6% for MTD, both showing no significant differences, and achieving favorable results. It was
thought that AMP and MTD were very useful in obtaining immediate examination results. However,
diagnoses must be conducted by comprehensively considering clinical symptoms, findings and examination
results, as even after bacteria has died, the nucleic acid amplification method can detect any remaining
targeted DNA.
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