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http://homepage3. nifty. com/archivists/ica_moral. html



INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON ARCHIVES
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON ARCHIVES

Citizens of the World Memory and Rights

R OFLE LR 2 AT MR
Archives, the sum of records created in the routinarse of activities, are
sources of memory, information and action. Thegyphn essential role in the
development of societies. Archives are unique argtiee sources of
information underpinning accountable and transpeadministrative actions.
They are an irreplaceable heritage reflecting iidlial, community and national
memory and identity and contribute to corporatdjoral and societal memory
and knowledge. Thus, they promote democracy, protect citizenshtsgand
enhance the quality of life.

T—HA TIEHFIFBOF CER SN BEOEASTH Y, LB L HR
LITEIORAE (b L) ThDH, 7T—IA T IIEDEIITRINT Z LR
TEX7p\W, T—0A 7%, EEEE BT D ITE ORI & FIME A FE
T HME— HOMEH D IEHRIATH 5,

T =014 71E, A, Hik, EROFEBETAT T 4T 4 B LEL,
MRk, EER, Ao E MERICEIRT 5, MR ZORWIULEE T
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To this effect, we recognize
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NEDOEHOH H DL 73EITBNT, SEIERBIRT, HHP O
D, TRTDOAXIZLVERSNTE T =W A 7 DEFRME
the originality of archives as evidence and as a reflection ofathalution of
societies;
the diversity of archives, which have been created by all peaplevery era, in
a multiplicity of forms, in every area of human adty;
the necessityof archives for supporting business efficiency,@aatability and
transparency, for protecting citizens rights, fi&imning responsible citizens, for
establishing individual and collective memory, fmoviding the public with



information about the past, and for documentingpghesent to guide future
actions;

RN, SHEE L BMED SR D=0 | TR OMER OIRED T2,
Bt HTROBEF OO, HR M TEGHIEREOEE DO, wEID
BT DM A2 — i RICIRMET 5720, R OWEROITEI O Faft) % 7=
DIZAHEFSRT D7D, 7T—0A4 7 DONEM

the role of the archivist as a trained professional serving their socidbgdoth
identifying existing records that have archivalwa) and by ensuring the
creation of records which have value as authentidence of administrative
corporate, cultural and intellectual activity, améintaining and making these
records available for use;
HEDOTDIZBAFT DRI S DA FrET D & & bic, BHEY
2, M. U R ORI B O BIEREL & L COflifiEd 5 5idk o Ak
EHERT D2 L. RO ENOREREHMERFEH LAt 2 2T
L0, A EZ T EEMFEE L TRETRET —F R FOEHE

the collectiveresponsibility of all—public decision-makers, citizens, owners or
holders of public or private archives, and archisiand information
specialists—in the management of archives.
AEOBRRER, TR, AWT =D A7 FT — 1A 7 DT X
FETAE. MO7 —F EX PIEGIHERFIIRE TR TUZONWTDOT—H

A TEBICB T 2EANEML

We therefore undertake to work together

in order that

* every state adopts and implements national arclpuhties and laws;

» adequate resources are allocated to support thEeprmanagement of
archives;

» the management of archives is valued and is cagig@ffectivelyin
governments, public bodies, businesses and cigidnizations



» archives are conserved in conditions that ensue guthenticity, reliability,
integrity and intelligibility;

» archives are made accessible to everyone, whilgeig the laws and the
rights of creators, owners and users;

» training program are set up for archivists

e archives are promoted both at the national andnagonal level.

In this way, we will contribute to the progress ofour society and the world.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, July 2008



Proposed on 080403
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON ARCHIVES

Archives are sources of action, information and meyn They play an

essential role in the development of societies. chives are authoritative

sources of information underpinning accountable @adsparent administrative

actions. They are unique and irreplaceable hegitagreflecting individual

and community memory , archives contribute to cogte national and social

memory and identity. Open access to archives éesour knowledge of

human society, promotes democracy, protects citizéghts and enhances the

quality of life.

To this effect we recognise

€ the unique quality of archives as evidence and as a reflection of the
evolution of societies;

€ the diversity of archives in recording every area of human atyivi

€ the various formatsarchives are created in, including paper, eledtron
audio visual and other types;

€ the vital necessityof archives for supporting business efficiency,
accountability and transparency, for protectinggeins rights, for
establishing individual and collective memory, fmoviding the public with
information about the past and for documentingphesent to guide future
actions;

& the role of archivists as trained professionals serving their societiebdtip
supporting the creation of records which have vasauthentic evidence
of administrative corporate, cultural and inteliggit activity, and by
identifying and selecting existing records that @archival value, and
maintaining and making these records availablaufs,

& the collective responsibility of all- public administrators and decision
makers, citizens, owners or holders of public dvate archives, and
archivists and other information specialists - iaintaining archives.



We therefore undertake to work together
in order that

€ appropriate national archival policies and laws adepted and enforced,;

€ adeguate resources are allocated to support thEepronanagement of
archives;

€ the management of archives is valued and carri¢adtompetently by
governments, public bodies, business and civil oizations;

€ archives are controlled and preserved in waysémaure their authenticity,
reliability, integrity and usability;

€ archives are made accessible to everyone, whilgetig the laws and
the rights of individuals, creators, owners andrase

€ professional education is available to archivist®ughout their careers;

€ archives are used to promote responsible citizgnshi

Adopted by the ICA General Assembly
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
July 2008
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DRAFT UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON ARCHIVES
discussed on April 3, 2008

Archives are sources of action, information and roeyn They play an
essential role in the development of societies. eyare authoritative sources of
information underpinning accountable and transpeadministrative actions.
They are a unique and irreplaceable heritage. H®adégguard individual and
community memory. They contribute to corporateioaal and social identity.
Open access to archives enriches our knowledgenafam society, promotes
demaocracy, protects citizens' rights and enharfoesjtiality of life.

To this effect we recognise

€ the unique quality of archives as evidence and as a reflection of the
evolution of societies;

€ the vital necessityof archives for supporting business efficiency,
accountability and transparency, for protectinggeihs rights, for
establishing individual and collective memory, fmoviding the public with
information about the past and for documentingphesent to guide future
actions;

€ the diversity of archives in recording every area of human atyivi

¢ the multiplicity formats documents in which are created in, including
paper, electronic, audio visual and other types;

€ the role of archivists as trained professionals serving their societies by
supporting the creation of records which have vaaeauthentic evidence
of administrative corporate, scientific, culturaldaintellectual activity, and
by identifying and selecting existing records thave archival value, and
by maintaining and making these records availabtaise;

& the collective responsibility of all- public administrators and decision
makers, citizens, owners or holders of public avate archives, and
archivists and other information specialists - iaintaining archives.



We therefore undertake to work together

in order that

L 4
L 4

L 4
*

appropriate national archival policies and laws adlepted and enforced,;
the management of archives is valued and carrigc¢ompetently by
governments, public bodies, business and civil oizations;

adequate resources are allocated to support thEeproanagement of
archives;

archives are controlled and preserved in waysénaure their authenticity,
reliability, integrity and usability;

archives are made accessible to everyone, whifgeeg the laws and
the rights of individuals, creators, owners andrase

professional education is available to archivist®tghout their careers;
archives are used to promote responsible citizgnshi

Adopted by the ICA General Assembly
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
July 2008



Archives, the sum of records created in the routinarse of activities, are
sources of memory, information and action. Thegyphn essential role in the
development of societies. Archives are unique arithtive sources of
information underpinning accountable and transpeaeministrative actions.
They are an irreplaceable heritage reflecting imdlial, community and national
memory and identity and contribute to corporatdjoral and societal memory
and knowledge. Thus, they promote democracy, ptatiéizens’ rights and
enhance the quality of life.
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the originality of archives as evidence and as a reflection ofethaution of
societies;
the diversity of archives, which have been created by all peaplevery era, in
a multiplicity of forms, in every area of human adty;
the necessityof archives for supporting business efficiency,@aatability and
transparency, for protecting citizens rights, fi@ining responsible citizens, for
establishing individual and collective memory, fmoviding the public with
information about the past, and for documentingghesent to guide future
actions;
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the role of the archivist as a trained professional serving their socidbig®oth
identifying existing records that have archivalwa) and by ensuring the
creation of records which have value as authentidence of administrative
corporate, cultural and intellectual activity, am@intaining and making these
records available for use;
HEDOTZDIZBAFT DR S DA FrET 5 & & bic, BHEY
0, KRR, SUBROMBTEEI O BEIE/RFEL E L COMES 2 sk Ak
EHERTHZ L. RO ENGRERAMERFEH LRIt 2 2 2T
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the collective responsibility of all—public decision-makers, citizens, owners or
holders of public or private archives, and archisiand information
specialists—in the management of archives.
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We therefore undertake to work together

in order that

» every state adopts and implements national arclpghties and laws;

» adequate resources are allocated to support thEeproanagement of
archives;

» the management of archives is valued and is cagigdeffectively in
governments, public bodies, businesses and cigéoizations;

» archives are conserved in conditions that ensus tuthenticity, reliability,
integrity and intelligibility;

» archives are made accessible to everyone, whilgeiedg the laws and the
rights of creators, owners and users;

+ training program are set up for archivists

» archives are promoted both at the national andinagonal level.



In this way, we will contribute to the progress ofour society and the world.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, July 2008



