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Results of Neuroblastoma Screening in Sapporo in 2004

Junji Hanai, Atsuko Abe, Y asuko Tagami, Naomi Okegawa, Noriyuki Ota,
Masaru Fukushi  Kozo Fujita, Motoi Nishi*!, Susumu lizuka'2 and Haruhiko Naito*3

In 2003, we decided to abandon neuroblastoma screening for 6-month-old infants (6MS) in Sapporo ,
while maintaining the 14 months infant screening program (14MS).

In 2004, one neuroblastoma case was detected from 2423 residual 6M S screenings, in addition to two
further cases detected from 11,041 infants in the 14 MS. Since 1981, a total of 77 neuroblastoma cases
have been detected in 336,658 infants through the 6MS.  On the other hand, since 1991, atotal of 28 cases
have been detected in 162,675 infants through the 14MS. These represent a detection incidence of onein
4,372 infants for the 6BM S, compared to onein 5,810 infants for thel4MS.

In 2004, supported by a scientific research grant from the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, a
research group was formed to evaluate the efficacy of neuroblastoma screening in infants over one year of
age. From this study, the timing of initial screenings was set at 18 months of age, in order to decrease
potential over treatment of detected patients.

The target screening age for neuroblastomas will be changed to 18 months of age in Sapporo City
from April 2006. Additionally, as of 2004, we have joined the research group.

*1 Graduate School of Nursing and Socia Services, Health Sciences University of Hokkaido
*2 Department of Pediatrics, Sapporo National Hospital
*3 Department of Surgery, Sapporo National Hospital



